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In this "2014 Preparation" WAVES Newsletter, I'd like to speak to all 
Auxiliarists; but especially  to Auxiliarists who may be serving in high level 
District or National level Staff Officer positions. Over the years, I have heard 
some District and National staff officers say that due to the time constraints of 
their higher office duties, they were no longer involved in Flotilla activities. To 
some extent, I have been guilty of that myself in the past.

I'd like to ask all high level District and National Staff Officers that they 
consider a famous quote from now deceased Speaker of the House, Tip O'Neal. 
Speaker O'Neal was known for his famous line --- "all politics is local". It is 
much the same way in the Coast Guard Auxiliary. 

In 2008, I was serving as a Flotilla Commander. That year, I was fortunate 
enough to be awarded Division Auxiliarist of the Year for 5SR-Division 26. 
After the award ceremony, a 32 year Auxiliary member of my Flotilla made a 
comment to me, which I have never forgotten. He said, “nothing gets done in the 
Auxiliary except at the Flotilla level; that's where everything 
happens." Continued on 
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To fast forward from 2008 to 2013; in 2013, I was asked if I would 
run for my Flotilla's VFC for 2014. I ran, and won election as VFC.  
This came 5 years after I was FC. This opportunity allowed me to 
reflect back to 2008, when I was told by this 32 year member that 
"nothing gets done in the Auxiliary except at the Flotilla level; that's 
where everything happens."

Upon becoming my Flotilla’s 2014 VFC elect, I have found myself 
re-energized to once again be serving at the Flotilla level. I have been 
privileged to serve the Auxiliary  as two time RBS-DIR; first as DIR-V 
in 2012 and then as DIR-B in 2013. However, being elected as 2014 
VFC for my flotilla sparked an enthusiasm in me that I have not felt  in 
years! This excitement produced so many thoughts in my mind of what 
can I do to help: increase our Flotilla Member Training; increase RBS 
activities like VE, PE, PV; what can my Flotilla do for National Safe 
Boating Week, and much, much more. 

To cite yet another famous quote...I have always liked the Salvation 
Army's mantra, "to do the most good". I am a firm believer that in order 
"to do the most good", we must begin at the Flotilla level. Being 
involved again as our 2014 VFC elect, truly reminded me that the 
FLOTILLA really is where things get done that the vast majority of the 
recreational boating public sees on their local waterways. In all honesty, 
I might not have been thinking along these lines had I not once again 
entered into a flotilla leadership role.

I want to encourage all Auxiliary members who may hold high level 
District or National offices, and who may not be active in Flotilla 
activities  --  get involved at the FLOTILLA level! Although District 
and National leaders put many  hours into higher level offices, I have 
found that nothing is more energizing than "going home” to get 
involved again with your own Flotilla! It  is exciting to 
once again reunite with your friends and peers, with 
whom you started your Auxiliary career. 
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A few years ago, a committee of the National 
Association of State Boating Law Administrators 
(NASBLA) reacted to an objective in the National 
RBS Strategic Plan. That objective was to see if a 
correlation could be made between non-compliance 
with Federal carriage requirements and accidents.  
The committee examined several available data 
bases, and settled on a possible solution by learning 
why boats fail a VSC.  That solution is the VSC Data 
Collection Project.

The United Safe Boating Institute (USBI), whose 
parent organizations include the CG Auxiliary and 
USPS, had a web site and seemed like a great 
organization to head up this project. Plans were 
made and working with a CG non-profit grant, the 
web site was established last year to record failed 
exams.

USPS began entering data in February 2012 on a 
national basis, getting reports from 44 states, 
Washington DC and Puerto Rico. The CG Auxiliary 
joined the effort in July  and by  the end of 2012 there 
were 3500+ failed exams in the data base. The whole 
effort was set back in late October when Hurricane 
Sandy flooded the host web site’s equipment. The 
site came back up in January, but the data stream 
was interrupted.

Now we are pressing to revitalize the project.  
USPS revised their forms and collects the data from 
the Squadrons and batches it to the web site 
quarterly. Auxiliarists have to take an extra step.  

What we ask examiners to do is conduct exams 
normally as they always have done. After the 
mission, go home and get on their computer and dial 
up the web page – www.usbi.org/vsc.php. This is a 
one page site where the examiner can directly enter 
the reasons a boat failed an exam. Just the failed 
exams need to be entered. There are some general 
questions about the boat, state where examined, type 
of water used on and size of the boat. Then from the 
examiner’s copy of the 7012, enter the reasons the 
boat failed. This is a point and click type entry, once 
filled out  the examiner hits submit and the form goes 
into the data base. It’s easy and only takes seconds.  
There is no personal information requested.

With the 8000 failed exams, we begin to see 
some trends that  can be employed by  educators and 
analyzers. For instance, to date, VDS and fire 
extinguishers seem to be the most common reasons a 
boat fails. Of the 8000 exams, USPS reported on 
82% of the total. Auxiliarists are noting more 
navigation lights and VDS discrepancies. We’re 
seeing that boats that fail have an average 1.7 
discrepancies per exam, and that the high likelihood 
of a failure will be with boats over 25’ in length.  
Problems realized show failures for pollution 
placards on boats under 26 feet, and VDS failures on 
inland waters head the list for a need of further 
training.

This effort has been a long standing dream of 
many people. For at least 25 years 
we have thought about using Vessel 

THE  VSC  DATA  COLLECTION  PROJECT

Continued on 
Page Five

Bill Griswold, President -United Safe Boating Institute (USBI)

http://www.usbi.org/vsc.php
http://www.usbi.org/vsc.php
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Several years ago, as our Flotilla was starting 
over, with just five members, we were looking for a 
way to fill our Public Education classes and recruit 
new members. There was a local community 
newspaper who agreed to publish boating safety 
articles if they were local in nature. We agreed!

Next, where would we get already written 
articles that would fit a newspaper format – roughly 
500 to 800 words. We went to our national website 
and found lots of articles. But, there was a problem. 
They  were generally too long, required attribution to 
the writer and could not be changed (localized) 
without permission.

So, we decided to write our own. Over the next 
year we submitted 25 articles for publication. The 
editor not only published them, but put our Flotilla 
Commander’s picture on the piece. The results were 
more than we could have hoped for! Boating Safety 

Classes were full and our membership  showed a 
steady  increase. Today, Flotilla 070-02-01, located in 
Augusta, Georgia, is a thriving group of fifty 
involved members with a full slate of activities.

Perhaps these articles would also help  other 
Flotillas. They are free for the taking, require no 
attribution and we REALLY WANT YOU TO 
CHANGE THEM  TO FIT YOUR LOCALE AND 
STYLE! Our Flotilla is on an inland lake, but the 
articles are easy to change to reflect your Flotilla’s 
location. Prior to publishing the articles we did have 
our SO-PA approve them and would suggest you do 
the same.

The website information for these articles may  be 
found on the following page, and can be downloaded 
from there. 

NEWSPAPER  ARTICLES  ON  BOATING  SAFETY
John VanOsdol, Deputy Director -Public Education Directorate (DIR-Ed)

CG Auxiliary triathlon photo 
by James McMenamin

John VanOsdol, DIR-Ed

Continued on Following Page
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Safety  Check (VSC) data to direct education and 
emphasis for safer boating. Around the year 2000, an 
effort was mounted to enter discrepancies by hand, 
but that quickly  imploded due to the sheer number of 
exams.

With around 150,000 exams performed annually, 
and 25% failing, it gives us a good picture of exams 
given across the country and why they fail.

I ask each examiner to participate in this effort.  
If it becomes a successful program, perhaps the next 
version of AUXDATA will fold in this process, so 
that the second stage of entering data can be 
eliminated, and all entries can be on one form.  
Remember, the web page is www.usbi.org/vsc.php.  
Try it; you’ll like seeing results from your efforts, 
and anyone can download the data base in EXCEL 
for examination.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
VSC Data Collection Project (Continued from Page Three)

Newspaper Articles on Boating Safety (Continued from Previous Page)

Among the topics included in the articles are the 
following:

Good luck and happy publishing!
John VanOsdol, Deputy DIR-Ed
Flotilla 070-02-01
Augusta, GA

Aground
Anchoring
Carbon Monoxide
Coast Guard
Coast Guard Auxiliary
Crew Coordination
Docking
Fire Prevention
Fire Response
Float Plan
Hypothermia
Life Jackets

Lights
Navigation
Passing – Head-On
Patrolling (your area)
Recreational Towing
Regetta Season
Safety Briefing
Signals
Spring Cleaning
Stand On / Give Way
Weather

CG Auxiliary photo 
by Bruce Lindsey

For additional information, 
please visit the following link:

http://bdept.cgaux.org/wp/?page_id=82#newspaper

http://www.usbi.org/vsc.php
http://www.usbi.org/vsc.php
http://bdept.cgaux.org/wp/?page_id=82#newspaper
http://bdept.cgaux.org/wp/?page_id=82#newspaper
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The National Safe Boating Council (NSBC), a 
boating safety partner of the Coast Guard has named 
Rachel Johnson as Executive Director succeeding 
Virgil Chambers who has been named Executive 
Director Emeritus. Virgil served as Executive 
Director from 1996 to 2013, but has served for over 
35 years promoting boating and water safety. Rachel 
Johnson also comes from a boating safety 
background having served as Communications 
Director for the NSBC where she has been 
instrumental in promoting recreational boating 
safety. One of her outreach efforts has been 
promotion of the North American Safe Boating 
Campaign (Wear It!).

The National Safe Boating Council is a 
membership organization with over 330 U.S. and 
Canadian members including the Coast Guard, 
National Association of State Boating Law 
Administrators (NASBLA), the Coast Guard 
Auxiliary, the Canadian Safe Boating Council and 

the many other members of the National Safe 
Boating Council. Council membership  is diverse, 
comprised of governmental, boating industry and 
volunteer organizations. The National Safe Boating 
Council is a partner organization supporting the 
North American Safe Boating Campaign, which 
unites the efforts of a wide variety  of boating safety 
advocates.

Together the National Water Safety Congress 
(NWSC) and NSBC sponsor the annual International 
Boating and Water Safety Summit (IBWSS) which 
sponsors innovative efforts in water safety 
education, development of user-friendly  water safety 
equipment and symposiums on conducting boating 
safety  outreach programs. The IBWSS also provides 
the opportunity for membership to exchange ideas 
and information and to recognize accomplishments 
in advancing boating and water safety.

Other programs the National Safe Boating 
Council promotes and sponsors are boating safety 
instructor training courses and programs including:

• Boating safety instructor training course – a 
partnership training program between the Council  
and National Association of State Boating Law 
Administrators designed to recognize the instructor  
candidate’s prior training and instructor experience.

NATIONAL  SAFE  BOATING  COUNCIL
National Safe Boating Council Announces New Executive Director

Bruce Lindsey, Division Chief Communication Service (DVC-BR)

Continued on 
Following Page

Virgil Chambers (left) and Rachel Johnson (right)
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FROM  THE  DIRECTOR
(Continued from page 2)

The Flotilla also benefits from YOUR District or 
National leadership experience. Who better than 
someone who has seen the "view from the top" to use 
that experience to help guide and lead your flotilla! 

You can use your District or National experience 
to zero in on the most needed aspects of Member 
Training for your Flotilla. You can also use your 
experiences to suggest  creative ways for your Flotilla 
to tackle issues in PE, VE, PV, local Partnerships, and 
on-water Operations. You could also serve as a 
Mentor for newer Flotilla members in these needed 
areas. 

I want to encourage all Auxiliary members, and 
especially District and National leaders, to become 
involved with your local Flotilla.  Your experience and 
leadership is one of the best ways that Flotillas across 
the country  can help prepare for our RBS needs in 
2014 and beyond.

Kelly Townsend
RBS Outreach Director (DIR-B)

• Close-quarters boat control course – a defensive 
boat handling and close quarter control course that 
focuses on maneuvers and techniques for 
enforcement officers and agencies for skills in 
operating power boats while performing their duties.

• Boating Safety Sidekicks – introduced in 2000 
for children to learn about safe boating practices and 
how they can become safer boaters.

• North American Safe Boating Campaign – the 
official entrance of Canada in 2000 transformed 
National Safe Boating Week into a larger, 
international event.

Bruce Lindsey, DVC-BR

National Safe Boating Council, 
(Continued from Page Six)

Capt. F. Thomas Boross 
(shown in left photo) has 
assumed the duties of Chief of 
the U.S. Coast Guard Office 
of Auxiliary and Boating 
Safety, where he will oversee 
the Boating Safety  Division as 
well as the Auxiliary Division 

consisting of over 30,000 Auxiliarists. 

Very  personable and quick learn, Captain Boross 
has conducted countless search and rescue missions 
and is well attuned to the safety goals of the 
recreational boating safety industry.

Capt. F. Thomas Boross Becomes New 
Chief of USCG Office of Auxiliary and 

Boating Safety
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You’ve put in many years progressing from crew 
to coxswain. You’ve been involved in many safety 
patrols, regattas, fleet  exercises – maybe too many to 
count. And you’re good at it.

But now you’re starting to slow down. Moving 
forward to tend bow lines takes longer than it used 
to; certain required motions actually  hurt. Well, 
you’re aging; many of us prefer to consider ourselves 
“seasoned”. Whatever. You can still do much more 
than just remaining qualified.

That’s because even with your experience, 
you’ve actually only  just begun to contribute! There 
are many ways you can still put your knowledge and 
experience to work:

You can help new and/or potential members 
achieve your level of expertise. How? One surely 
valuable and even efficient way is in through the 
Recreational Boating and Safety Directorate. As you 
know, your shipmates in this directorate are 
concerned with keeping the boating public informed 
and safe. They examine boaters’ vessels to determine 
if they are safe to operate and meet Federal and State 
regulations. With them at dockside, you will meet 
and perhaps even inspire boat owners and their crews 

and help keep them, their passengers, and fellow 
boaters, safe. You’ll surely meet lots of boaters who 
would like to hear the broad advice and tips that you 
can offer.

The Public Education area: Here new boaters 
learn about boats to consider, their limitations, 
weather cautions, safety issues, “rules of the road”, 
etc.  You’ve actually  been “living” these subjects, so 
your presentations would surely show your extensive 
experience, while keeping students’ attention 
throughout and encouraging them to talk after class.  
You’d also coordinate classes, materials, and 
marketing.  These  efforts would probably come easy 
to you.

The Outreach Program will bring you in contact 
with the commercial part of boating. You’ll visit 
local marine-related businesses which are in regular 
contact with the recreational boating public, 
providing information about Coast Guard Auxiliary 
programs, classes, events, etc., which would be 
displayed and available on Auxiliary-supplied 
display  cases.  Your boating expertise will certainly 
be of interest to these folks, because you’ll actually 
be helping them manage and promote their 
operations.

YOUR  EXPERTISE  IS  ALWAYS  NEEDED
Jonathan Yoder, Recreational Boating Safety Promotion Specialist (BC-BRP)
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On November 22, 2013 CAPT Boross, Chief of 
the CG Office of Auxiliary and Boating Safety 
signed a memorandum authorizing the CG Auxiliary 
Life Jacket Loaner Program, and approved a SOP for 
implementation.

The goal of this program 
is to increase life jacket 
wear during water based 
activities as well as to 
educate the boating public 
on the importance of 
proper use and fit. One of 
the goals of the National 
Recrea t iona l Boa t ing 

Safety  Program Strategic Plan, signed in 2011 by the 
CG, CG Auxiliary and nearly three dozen boating 
law volunteer organizations, and marine industry 
businesses is to increase water safety including life 
jacket wear rates nationwide. The promulgation 
memorandum establishes the Life Jacket Loaner 
Program as an authorized Auxiliary activity. 
Auxiliarists may be assigned to duty to support this 
program.

Research shows that most drowning fatalities 
would have been prevented if the victim had been 
wearing a life jacket. The Life Jacket Loaner 
Program promotes the availability and use of life 
jackets by the general public while establishing 
associated maintenance and record keeping 

standards. Several other organizations and agencies 
already had their own working programs (such as 
BoatUS, Army Corps of Engineers (USACOE), and 
various States). In fact, there are quite a few flotillas 
that had been operating similar displays around the 
country. The hopes of this new SOP is to have them 
re-evaluate their current set-ups, and to provide 
policies/guidelines to those flotillas that may want to 
adopt one of these projects.

The Life Jacket Loaner Program Standard 
Operating Procedures are available at the RBS 
Outreach Documents page http://bdept.cgaux.org/
wp/?page_id=82, and very thoroughly describe all 
aspects of the program. Additional information and 
details will be in the Winter issue of Waves, due to 
be released in early February.

LIFE  JACKET  LOANER  PROGRAM
CG Auxiliary Life Jacket Loaner Program Announced

Bruce Lindsey, Division Chief Communication Service (DVC-BR)

http://bdept.cgaux.org/wp/?page_id=82
http://bdept.cgaux.org/wp/?page_id=82
http://bdept.cgaux.org/wp/?page_id=82
http://bdept.cgaux.org/wp/?page_id=82
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MISSION  STATEMENT

The RBS Outreach Directorate Mission Statement
The RBS Outreach Directorate, under the program guidance of the U.S. Coast Guard Office of Boating Safety 
and the direction of the Auxiliary  Recreational Boating Safety  Outreach Directorate, provides assistance to 
Coast Guard units, Auxiliary National Directorate and Auxiliary  District organizations in their efforts to 
promote and support recreational boating safety programs. RBS Outreach provides both informational and 
fiscal resource services to the Auxiliary membership. In addition, the RBS Outreach provides liaison with 
State Boating Law Administrators and other recreational boating safety organizations, i.e., state, federal and 
the public sector.

Distribution: All Flotilla Commanders (FC’s) & DCOs with email addresses in AUXDATA, plus NEXCOM, 
CG-542, CG-5422, and CG-54222 via direct email from Director RBS Outreach Department (DIR-B). Upon 
receipt, Flotilla Commanders are asked to forward the email or provide hard copies to flotilla members.

Confidentiality  Notice: PRIVACY ACT OF 1974: The disclosure of the personal information contained in this 
publication is subject to the provisions contained in the Privacy  Act of 1974. The subject Act, with certain 
exceptions, prohibits the disclosure, distribution, dissemination or copying of any material containing the 
home address, home telephone number, spouses names, and social security numbers, except for official 
business. Violations may result in disciplinary action.

RBS-Outreach Director (DIR-B)
Kelly L. Townsend

uscga@embarqmail.com

Deputy Director (DIR-Bd)
Bob Myers

katiebob@comcast.net

Division Chief Communication Service (DVC-BR)
Bruce Lindsey

lindsey2818@bellsouth.net

Newsletter Editor (BC-BRN)
William Carter

william.j.carter@icloud.com

mailto:uscga@embarqmail.com
mailto:uscga@embarqmail.com
mailto:katiebob@comcast.net
mailto:katiebob@comcast.net
mailto:lindsey2818@bellsouth.net
mailto:lindsey2818@bellsouth.net
mailto:william.j.carter@icloud.com
mailto:william.j.carter@icloud.com
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B-DIRECTORATE  STAFF  INFORMATION
Director - RBS Outreach    DIR-B   Kelly Townsend

Deputy Director - RBS Outreach   DIR-Bd  Robert Myers

Division Chief - Liaison     DVC-BL  Stephen Ellerin

• Branch Chief - Army Corp of Engineers  BC-BLA  Atulkumar Uchil
• Branch Chief - Liaison Boat US               BC-BLB  James Fogle
• Branch Chief - American Canoe Association  BC-BLC  Donald Goff
• Branch Chief - NSBC/NWSC    BC-BLN  William Griswold
• Branch Chief - Publications    BC-BLP  Thomas Violante

• Branch Chief - Safety Partners    BC-BLS  Manuel Alfaro
• Branch Chief - Liaison to US Power Squadrons BC-BLU  Stephen Ellerin
• Branch Chief - West Marine    BC-BLW  James Fogle
• Branch Chief - Youth Partners    BC-BLY  Bruce Johnson
• Branch Assistant - Youth Partners - NSCC  BA-BLY  Michael Fulgham

• Branch Assistant - Youth Partners - BSA  BA-BLYB  Stephen Reckie

Division Chief - Coast Guard Support   DVC-BC  Gary Christopher

Division Chief - Communication Services  DVC-BR  Bruce Lindsey

• Branch Chief - Documents    BC-BRD  Evan Astrin
• Branch Chief - Electronic Communications  BC-BRI  Alan Dove
• Branch Chief - Grants     BC-BRG  William Griswold
• Branch Chief - Newsletter    BC-BRN  William Carter
• Branch Chief - RBS Promotion Specialist  BC-BRP  Jonathan Yoder

Division Chief - State Liaison    DVC-BS  Pauline Longnecker
• Branch Chief - Atlantic North    BC-BSA  Peter Bohler
• Branch Chief - Atlantic West    BC-BSI  Pauline Longnecker
• Branch Chief - Pacific     BC-BSP  Gail Ramsey

• Branch Chief - Atlantic South    BC-BSS  Barbara Burchfield


