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Greetings! I’m the new guy in the RBS 
community, having been appointed Assistant 
National Commodore-Recreational Boating 
Safety (ANACO-RB) in late May. I salute my 
predecessor, COMO Vincent Pica, who left very 
large shoes to be filled when he was appointed 
to his important new position as Senior Advisor 
to our National Commodore.

I came from the Response and Prevention 
community, and didn’t know as much as I 
should have about what goes on over here in 
RBS. Boy, oh boy, have I been learning a 
lot! I’ve been drinking from the proverbial 
firehose.

I was immediately struck by the importance 
of the RBS mission. The Commandant lists “To 
promote and improve Recreational Boating 
Safety” as the first of the Auxiliary missions in 
his Auxiliary policy statement. That means that 
RBS really is Job #1.

We all know that the Coast Guard Office of 
Auxi l iary, the Chief D i rector ’s o f f i ce, 
administers the Auxil iary. But let’s all 
remember “the other side” of that office, the 
Office of Boating Safety. We share their 
mission, “to minimize the loss of life, personal 
injury, property damage, and environmental 
impact associated with the use of recreational 
boats, through preventive means, in order to 
maximize safe use and enjoyment of U.S. 
Waterways by the public.”

In my short time in RBS, I’ve been very 
impressed by the dedicated Auxiliarists who 
work together to advance the RBS mission.  
The RBS Directorates, Recreational Boating 
Safety Outreach (B), Vessel Examinations & 
Recreational Boating Safety Visitation (V) and 
Public Education (E) are much like a three-
legged stool, working together to support the 
RBS mission.

Continues on Page Three
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COMO Bob Shafer, ANACO-RB - Recreational Boating Safety
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DRINKING FROM A FIRE HOSE

Continued from Page One

RBS staff members work across Directorate lines to cooperate 
on many initiatives. Some of those include: Strengthening our 
partnership with other RBS organizations, such as the USPS and 
the ACA; developing new, innovative products to expand our PE 
efforts, and increased outreach to the growing paddle craft 
community.

There is a lot to do, and all hands are welcome to pitch 
in! Those of us on the National Staff play a part, but most of the 
action of the RBS mission takes place at the “deckplate” 
level. Flotilla members visit marine dealers, Flotilla members put on 
PE classes and Flotilla members conduct Vessel Safety Checks.

If you are not involved in any of those programs, please 
consider joining in and helping with Job#1. We have a most 
worthwhile goal, reducing lost lives and injury.  And it’s fun to help 
people learn how to enjoy boating, safely. How can you not be 
enthused about helping with that? I sure am. I look forward to 
working with all of you to advance and promote the noble mission 
of Recreational Boating Safety.

Left Photo: Oakbrook Ashley Riverfest safety display, Summerville, SC. Right Photo: Performing Vessel 
Safety Checks in Charleston, SC. Auxiliary photos by Rick Tomlin, FSO-PA - Flotilla 12-8.

COMO Bob Shafer
Assistant National 

Commodore (ANACO-RB)

Recreational Boating Safety

Recently, Kelly Townsend stepped down as Director-B. We thank Kelly for his many contributions to the 
Auxiliary’s RBS efforts. We wish him well and hope that he will be able to return to the RBS community soon.  
Stephen Ellerin has been appointed the new Director of the B-Directorate. Please join me in congratulating 

Stephen on his appointment.
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REACHING OUT TO MORE BOATERS

Greetings from the newest member of “E”; I 
arrived here fresh off my last duty station as 
District Commodore of 9ER. Having been 
appointed to this position as director of the E 
Directorate on National Staff is an awesome 
opportunity for me and I am honored to accept 
the appointment and begin to move forward.

The E Directorate is critical to public safety 
and represents a huge challenge for all of us to 
keep it current and advance forward with new 
ideas and technology. I am positive we will be 
successful in our efforts to modernize our 
products and services to fit the needs of our 
boating customers and gain a larger share of 
the public education market.

 The E directorate plays a large role in 
improving the safety of our boating public. We 
will continue to push excellence in quality and 
delivery of our programs as we move forward. 
We are dedicated to providing tools that are 
easy to use, that increase the capability and 
safety awareness of our recreational boating 
public. Accordingly, we have excerpted sections 
of our ABS course to create a series of shorter, 
easily-taught and easily digested modules. 
Gaining traction are some of the following 
presentations and seminars:

•Seaman Seminar Series covers chapters 7, 
8, 10, 11, 12 and 13 in a series of modules 
that can be taught by themselves, in any 
group setting or in addition to a class offering.

•GPS for Mariners
•How to read a nautical chart
•Weekend Navigator
•Suddenly in Command

Any of these modules are perfect to roll out 
in a marina setting on a Saturday morning. My 
favorite is the Suddenly in Command. There are 
many folks in the marinas who would not be 
able to operate their partner’s boats, and that 
creates a huge opportunity for us to make a big 
difference in the confidence level of those not 
normally at the helm.

We are currently working on three other 
initiatives:

•An Auxiliary-Based Shoreside Paddle Craft 
Safety Presentation

•Modern Marine Navigation Course
•Handling Your Boat Workshop

These outstanding additions will add to the E 
arsenal and provide more educational depth to 
our offerings. Our overarching goal in E is to 
provide an excellent and exciting education for 
our boating public, resulting in fewer accidents 
and mishaps while they are underway. I am 
looking forward to working with all of you and 
making the E Directorate the best it can be.

By COMO Bob Laurer

Director E-Directorate (DIR-E)
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THE INTERNATIONAL BOATING & WATER SAFETY SUMMIT

For this issue of RBS - Job#1, I want to 
report on the 2015 International Boating & 
Water Safety Summit (IBWSS) annual 
conference in Sandestin, Fla. The IBWSS brings 
together everybody who is anybody in the world 
of Recreational Boating Safety, an international 
contingency of Recreational Boating personnel 
from Guam, Australia, Canada, Puerto Rico, 
Japan, the Bahaman Islands, and all corners of 
the United States.

The Auxiliary’s major Partner organizations 
are BoatUS; US Power Squadrons; US Army 
Corps o f Eng ineers , Amer i can Canoe 
Assoc ia t ion , Sea Scouts , and others . 
International partners include the Bahaman Air 
& Sea Rescue, the Australian Volunteer Coast 

Guard, patterned after the 
USCG Auxiliary; Transport 
Canada, responsible for 
a l l o f Canada ’s sa fe 
boating programs; and, 
for the first time this year, 
a cont ingent o f RBS 
personnel from Japan, 
which gave a presentation 
on Japanese Water Safety.

The Summit allows 
many opportunities for all 
of the key RBS personnel 
in these worldwide organizations to interact and 
exchange ideas in classrooms and on-water 
a b o u t R e c r e a t i o n a l B o a t i n g S a f e t y 
worldwide. The Opening Ceremony featured 
about 30 RBS vendor exhibitors including 
Mustang, Whistles for Life, Sea Scouts, BoatUS, 
the US Power Squadrons & their boating 
simulator; BoatEd and many more.

The IBWSS Conference opened with Coast 
Guard remarks by Prevention Captain (CAPT) 
John Burton and CHIDIRAUX CAPT Tom 
Boross. The Coast Guard's biggest concern is 
the re-authorization of the Sport Fish Trust 
Fund, which is set to expire May 31, 
2015. While CG officers cannot lobby Congress, 
attendees were advised to do so if they would 
like to see the Trust Fund re-authorization pass. 
CAPT Boross cited the 2014 accident statistics 
as being the second lowest in history, just 
above the 2013 record low. He then related two 
fatal accidents involving young people in kayaks 
who tragically lost their lives due to ignorance 
of weather conditions and lack of education.

The Best Kept Secret in Recreational Boating Safety - IBWSS

By Kelly Townsend, former Director, Recreational Boating Safety Outreach

Continues on Following Page

Left to Right: 
Kelly Townsend - former Director, B-Directorate
Robert Baldridge - Chief Commander of USPS

Andy Render - Deputy Director of V-Directorate
and Joe Reichal - DVC-PV in V-Directorate. 

Auxiliary photo provided by Kelly Townsend.
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THE INTERNATIONAL BOATING & WATER SAFETY SUMMIT

In other highlight sessions of the opening 
day:

Ed Lyngar, Education Coordinator for 
Nevada, related the events following the 2013 
BUI arrest and jailing of Erin Brockovich, a 
celebrity, in Las Vegas. Her mug shot hit social 
media and got 100M hits. Ms. Brockovich 
apologized on several large media talk shows. 
The arresting officer was never criticized nor 
was the Nevada agency. This was a good lesson 
in celebrity actions - keep it professional.

Pam Dillon, NASBLA Education Standards - 
her committee has conducted an extensive 
review of the standards. Recent polls have 
shown that Internet courses and classroom 
courses are virtually tied in number of students. 
The standards are based on a risk model.

Eight out of every ten boaters who drowned 
were using vessels less than 21 feet in length. 
Operator inattention, improper lookout, 
operator inexperience, excessive speed, and 
alcohol use rank as the top five primary 
contributing factors in accidents. Alcohol use is 
the leading known contributing factor in fatal 
boating accidents; where the primary cause was 
known, it was listed as the leading factor in 
21% of deaths. 70% of the fatalities are 
drowning, and 90% of those who drown were 
not wearing a life jacket. 20% of the fatalities 
involved drugs or alcohol.

Rachel Johnson, Executive Director NSBC 
(National Safe Boating Council) introduced the 
website:

http://www.safeboatingcampaign.com/

They have proclamations, PSA's, video and 
radio, and multi lingual materials to assist 
people with their Campaign. The TV show, CSI 
New Orleans, used the Wear It logo in a show.

Wear Your Life Jacket to Work Day

“Wear Your Life Jacket to Work Day” was 
May 15 and Ready Set Wear It events were held 
on May 16. Since 2010, 20,000 people have 
participated in the Ready Set Wear It events.

IBWSS Opening Day Breakout Sessions

A NASBLA briefing on State Boating Safety 
Education Requirements. There is an excellent 
map which can be found at the link below, 
showing the various state requirements.

NASBLA Safety Requirements

This has become complex, as there are 
many individual requirements pertaining to age.

UL addressed the Life Jacket Harmonization 
project. UL has been accredited in Canada, as 
well as in the European Union. In 2007 the 
effort began to harmonize the American and 
Canadian standards and terminology. In 2014, 
both the US Coast Guard and Transport Canada 
issued plans to adopt these new standards. 
Both organizations wil l eventually join 
international organizations on one set 
standard. The current US system of Type I-IV 
will disappear (period). They will be replaced by 
performance levels that can be identified by 
easily-understood icons. BoatUS provides this 
excellent article as an introduction.

BoatUS Press Release

Continues on Following Page

Continued from Page Five

http://www.safeboatingcampaign.com/
http://www.safeboatingcampaign.com/
http://www.nasbla.org/content.asp?contentid=319
http://www.nasbla.org/content.asp?contentid=319
http://www.boatus.com/pressroom/release.asp?id=1046%23.VWiomerD_MA
http://www.boatus.com/pressroom/release.asp?id=1046%23.VWiomerD_MA
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Water Sports in Japan was the last opening 
day breakout session. The organization is called 
MARIS - Marine Sports Foundation, supporting 
water sports, water skiing, power boating and 
jet skis. They have had a licensing system since 
1951 which is quite complex. There are 3 levels 
of licenses, and defines the body of water on 
which a person can operate. Exam includes a 
physical, multiple choice questions, a practical 
exercise on the water, rope work (tying 10 
types of knots), and a safety check of the 
boat. To get the license, one can take a certified 
class. The license is good for 5 years, at which 
time one has to update their education for 
another 5 year extension. The physical involves 
an eye test, color blindness test and hearing 
test.

Other dai ly breakout sessions were 
numerous. They included topics like:

•Cold Water Immersion
•Weather on the Water
•Electrical Shock Drownings (swimming in 

areas with improperly installed electricity)
•Inflatables Seminar. I found this to be most 

interesting.

Attendees got to help develop a new 
inflatable safety video which outlines the many 
hazards of inflatables on water. The finished 
video can be seen here:

Inflatables Safety Video

The IBWSS on water day was held at the 
beach.

It included demonstrations & instruction on 
all type of paddlecraft by Chris Stec of the 
American Canoe Association (ACA). The US 

Power Squadrons also demonstrated their on-
water instruction in their own vessel.

At the closing Awards Banquet, several USC 
Auxiliary members in attendance were seated 
with Commander Robert Baldridge of the US 
Power Squadrons.

 
A great dinner discussion ensued on the 

value of the participation of the US Power 
Squadron in the Auxiliary VE & PV Programs. 
The 20th IBWSS will be held March 6-9, 2016, 
at the Hyatt Regency Mission Bay in San Diego, 
Calif. A Call for Presentations was made, with 
the deadline being August 1, 2015.

If any Auxiliarists would like to submit a 
presentation for consideration, I would highly 
encourage it.

Continued from Page Six

THE INTERNATIONAL BOATING & WATER SAFETY SUMMIT

Chris Stec, CEO of the ACA doing shoreside paddle 
instruction

http://www.wsia.net/inflatables-safety-video/
http://www.wsia.net/inflatables-safety-video/
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The Flotilla Staff Officer or FSO-PE has the 
overall responsibility for managing the Flotilla’s 
Public Education effort.

The position encompasses numerous 
activities related to conducting Public Education 
classes and doing the associated paperwork, 
etc. To collect most of these duties into one all-
inclusive application, we created the program 
“AUXplusPE6”. It is not intended to assist the 
teacher of a course, but instead is for the LEAD 
instructor or administrator of Public Education.

Record keeping is an issue at all Flotillas, 
especially Public Education records of previous 
Classes so that participants can be referenced 
for reissue of certificates or cards.

The program was written by Auxiliarists for 
Auxiliarists. This program resides on your 
Personal Computer (PC or MAC) with only 
occasional reference to the Internet. Access to 
the Internet is not required except for the 
download of the Program Installer or Updater 
and for emails.

AUXplusPE6 - THE FSO-PE PROGRAM

From Left: Kelly Townsend, 
Auxiliary photo by Kelly Townsend

Director, B-Directorate.

Herb Theisz, Branch Chief - AuxPlus Design (BC-ESD) 

Dave Wall, Division Chief - Special Projects (DVC-ES) 

E-Directorate

Continues on Following Page

Main page for AUXplusPE6 program.
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We start by describing the final products, 
i.e.:

1. The program keeps permanent records of 
classes and their participants.
2. Simply enter everything about a Class, 
such as Course subject taught, Date, etc., on 
one page for the Class by filling in blanks.
3. Enter everything about the students, and 
their personal contact info on the Person 
page. On the same page, enter Auxiliarists 
serving as instructor or assistant, including 
their contact information and Auxiliary staff 
position. NOTE: no sensitive information is 
required that is not already available from a 
driver’s license and the driver’s license 
number is not requested.
4. Then we pair a Class and a Person to 
complete what we label as an “Attendance” 
on an attendance page. This takes as few as 
just two mouse clicks.

Sounds like a lot of stuff but it can 
be quickly competed. The program is 
designed to have any data entered just 
one time on an appropriate page, and 
thereafter it is referenced in any other 
needed area. The program is a modern 
“Relational Database”.

1. Once all entries are filled, we 
can deliver merged automatic 
letters, such as a personalized 
Welcome Letter with Class info, 
Schedule, Graduation letter etc. No 
typing is necessary there. You can 
even print a check-in page for any 
class with just one click.

2. A Certificate and Card, as applicable, can 
be printed without any typing.
3. ANSC 7030 FORMs are automatically 
completed with just a few additional clicks.
4. Class Evaluation forms are provided.
5. Summary pages are available, also 
without any typing.
6. The Flotilla web site and beyond can be 
reached via simple clicks.

So you can see that after the Class page and 
Person pages are completed, and then the 
Attendance page is clicked a few times, THERE 
ARE NO FURTHER ENTRIES TO BE MADE. 
Although the AuxPlusPE program seems to be 
complex, which it is, it can be learned easily 
and quickly in an intuitive way.

AUXplusPE6 - THE FSO-PE PROGRAM

Data entry page for students.

Continued from Page Eight

Continues on Following Page
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The data in this Program can be easily and 
almost automatically sent up the Chain of 
Administrat ion. When received by the 
AUXplusPE6 staff, they back up your work, so 
that, if a crash occurs, you only lose the items 
added since your last use of the program.

Some states, i.e. Fla. etc., require a 
specific format for reporting. On a 
voluntary basis, AuxPlusPE can provide 
for these formats.

At present only Florida and South 
Carolina have specified their format in 
a spreadsheet-like layout. AuxPlusPE 
can print a report in that format.

We provide occasional updates, 
including bug fixes and new features 
that can be installed in a few minutes 
as they become available.

AUXplusPE version 6.++ is managed by the 
AUXplusPE6 Division of the Auxiliary National 
Education Directorate. More information can be 
requested via the National E-Directorate web 
site or by emailing:

support@auxplus6.com

AUXplusPE6 - THE FSO-PE PROGRAM

Right Photo: Data entry page for 
class.

Continued from Page Nine

Looking for the 2015 PV Workshop? It is located on the V-Directorate website under “What’s 
New.” Click on the “PDF FILE (Click HERE)” under “2015 PV WORKSHOP PRESENTATION IS 
AVAILABLE ON-LINE” tab. The 2015 Workshop is not a mandatory workshop, but members are 
encouraged to complete it either in a class setting or individually. Remember to complete an ANSC 
Form 7039 after you complete the workshop.

2015 PV Workshop

The 2014 PV Workshop is still also available online. It is found on the V-Directorate website under 
“Job Aid Kits”/”Workshops” and contains good information.

2014 PV Workshop

Program Visitor Workshop

By Joe Reichal, Division Chief - Visitation Program (DVC-VP) V-Directorate

mailto:?subject=
mailto:?subject=
http://wow.uscgaux.info/content.php?unit=V-DEPT&category=WORKSHOPS
http://wow.uscgaux.info/content.php?unit=V-DEPT&category=WORKSHOPS
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THE PRE CRUISE SAFETY BRIEFING

Boarding an airliner assures that we will get 
a safety briefing before we take to the air. 
Further, so as not to miss anything, the flight 
attendant either reads the briefing or has it 
memorized. Nowadays, it usually is recorded – 
guaranteeing that no part of the briefing is left 
out.

Airlines do this for a reason. They want us to 
know what to do in an emergency and how to 
prevent us taking action that will harm 
ourselves or other passengers.

Now let’s look at how it works with boating. 
Most briefings that I have heard sound 
something like this, “Watch your step and put 
the cooler over there.” There is a better way to 
ensure our passengers a safe and comfortable 
ride.

Here is what my wife Jane and I do every 
time we have passengers aboard. We have 
perfected the procedure over fifteen years of 
boating, of which eight were live-aboard years. 
We had lots of passengers!

We call for a safety briefing before engine 
start. That is, everyone aboard gets together 
and pays attention. Here are the items we 
cover:

1. Give each passenger a life jacket. 
Instruct them to put it on and adjust it to fit. 
Then, have them place the life jacket 
somewhere on the boat where they can get 
to it quickly. If someone can’t swim, suggest 
they wear the jacket all the time. If there 
are minors aboard legally required to wear a 
jacket, they must wear one all the time.

2. Show where the fire extinguishers are 
located and, briefly, how they operate.
3. If there are “don’t do” items, tell 
passengers about them up front. Ours is “no 
smoking”.
4. Choose a couple of passengers (or crew) 
to be lookouts and report to the captain 
anything they see that looks like a danger to 
us. (Change this assignment frequently as it 
can become tedious.)
5. Show them around the boat. If there is a 
‘head’, show them how it works.
6. Tell them that before the captain adds 
power he/she will say, “Power coming up.” 
Likewise, when power is reduced, the 
announcement will be “Power coming back.” 
On hearing either announcement, everyone 
aboard should grab some part of the boat 
that will increase their stability. (Prevents 
many spills and man-overboard (MOB) 
situations.

John VanOsdol

U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary

Photo courtesy of BoatUS Foundation.

Continues on Following Page
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THE PRE CRUISE SAFETY BRIEFING

7. Provide instructions on what to do if they 
witness a MOB (Man Overboard). They 
should immediately shout MAN OVERBOARD 
and point to the MOB, never losing sight of 
the MOB. If possible, a throwable life saving 
cushion should be thrown to the MOB. Even if 
it can’t be thrown very far, it is something for 
the MOB to swim to.
8. If there are many passengers, and 
particularly if they are children, the old 
“buddy” system works great. Each person 
has a buddy and keeps track of that buddy. If 
the buddy disappears, SHOUT!
9. Tell the passengers that there are no 
dumb questions, so speak up if ANYTHING 
bothers them.

This simple pre-departure safety briefing 
takes but about five minutes, if you’re wordy. 

Fiddle with this briefing so it makes sense 
for you, your boat and your crew. Then type it 
up (that’s called a checklist) and use it. Your 
passengers will NOT think you corny! They will 
think, “Cool, here is a captain who is thoughtful 
and attentive to our concerns, and I feel good 
about having him/her in command.” 

10.

Continued from Page Eleven

When conducting Vessel Safety Checks, pay close attention to the fire 
extinguishers. Ask the owner if he or she purchased any Kidde 
extinguishers (ABC or BC  rated) between July 23, 2013, and Oct. 15, 
2014. These extinguishers, manufactured in Mexico, have Zytel® black 
plastic valves that may contain a faulty component that results in less than 
a full discharge. (See the photo for a sample extinguisher.)

These extinguishers can be red, white or silver and more than 
4,000,000 of them were sold for between $18 and $65 at retailers 
including Home Depot, Menards, Wal-Mart and other department, home 
and hardware stores, as well as online. Kidde will replace these 
extinguishers free. The number to call is (855) 283-7991, and Vessel 
Examiners may want to give a written copy of this number to boaters 
during the Vessel Safety Check. The Kidde website (www.kidde.com) 
provides a complete list of the more than 50 model numbers affected and 
an explanation of how to determine the date of manufacture using the 10-
digit code near the bottom of the cylinder.

Kidde extinguishers, even if suspected of being on the recall list, qualify 
for the boat to pass the Vessel Safety Check, but the boat owner should be 
counseled to verify promptly whether the extinguishers need to be 
replaced.

Kidde Fire Extinguisher Recall

Submitted by Bruce White, Branch Assistant - Vessel Safety Checks (BA-VEV) V-Directorate

http://www.kidde.com
http://www.kidde.com
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PREVENTATIVE SEARCH & RESCUE

The Coast Guard Auxiliary has a primary 
mission of promoting recreational boating safety 
and saving the lives of the recreational boating 
public. Prevention is the primary means of 
providing the recreational boating community 
the knowledge needed to ensure an enjoyable 
day on the water. However, when an emergency 
occurs, the recreational boater may require 
search and rescue to prevent a catastrophic 
situation.

The Auxiliary has unique programs and 
innovative ways to promote boating safety. By 
focusing on the benefits of all the flotilla staff 
functions during an outreach event, rather than 
one specific function, greatly enhances the 
effectiveness of the Recreational Boating Safety 
(RBS) message. The boating safety message 
should incorporate various techniques and 
venues to persuade the recreational boating 
public to take or continue to support RBS 
activities.

One method currently being tried in District 
8 Coastal Region is called “PSAR” which stand 
for Preventative Search and Rescue. It is a 
dynamic concept emphasizing flotilla staff 
functions working as a team that focuses their 
various disciplines to support all RBS outreach 
functions. By emphasizing these preventative 
measures, the need for a search and rescue is 
substantially reduced. “Save a Life - Save the 
Day” is the phrase that represents the mission 
statement focus of the PSAR team.

The PSAR t eam ca r r i e s ou t b road 
responsibilities. It seeks every opportunity to 
educate and introduce boat owners and families 
to boating safety education. It calls upon 

marine dealers and other businesses to become 
actively involved in safety. Safe boating is a 
choice and the PSAR team’s mission is to reach 
the public through a variety of methods, 
including boating safety classes, vessel safety 
exams, media, partner visitations, exhibit 
events and teaming with our supporting 
partners.

The key to the team’s success is planning. 
The team should meet monthly, perhaps during 
the flotilla staff meeting. Here each staff 
function discusses its upcoming events. For 
example, the Flotilla Staff Officer-Vessel 
Examinations may have an upcoming ramp day, 
the Flotilla Staff Officer-Public Education may 
have an upcoming boating safety class and the 
Flotilla Staff Officer-Marine Safety may have a 
marine debris outreach event. The team then 
discusses how each team member will support 
these events. Examples of this support by each 
flotilla staff officer for a ramp day could include 
the following:

•Public Affairs: Prepare public service 
announcements for distribution to the local 
media and for insertion in the Flotilla’s 
program visitor distribution boxes. Prepare 
publicity following the event.

•Materia ls: Ensure pamphlets and 
brochures are available for distribution at the 
ramp.

•Vessel Safety Examinations: Obtain 
commitments from vessel examiners to 
support the vessel exams. Publicize the event 
so members who want to become vessel 

By Joe Reichal, Division Chief - Visitation Program (DVC-VP) 

V-Directorate

Continues on Following Page
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PREVENTATIVE SEARCH & RESCUE

The Boat Pro Point of Sale program is 
designed to enable recreational boaters to make 
correct decisions about the purchase of safety 
equipment. It consists of a series of short 
videos covering various marine safety products 
and concepts. A password is not required to 
access the training program.

To access the training, go to the National 
Safe Boating Council website: 

http://www.safeboatingcouncil.org/

Click on the “Training” dropdown menu 
located near the top of the page, then click on 
“Boat Pro Point of Sale Training” located near 
the bottom of the new page to begin the 
training.

The information is an excellent discussion 
topic to have with partners and to share with 
recreational boaters during Vessel Safety 
Checks and outreach events to inform boaters 
about additional safety items they may consider 
carrying aboard their boat.

examiners can complete their required 
supervised exams.

•Program Visitor: Provide program visitors 
with public service announcements to place in 
distribution boxes. Contact partners to see if 
they would like to participate in the event with 
promotional items, etc.

•Human Resources: Arrange to have 
recruiting booth in place.

•Mar ine Safety : A r range to have 
information available on marine debris, 
pollution prevention/reporting, evasive 
species, America’s Waterway Watch, etc.

•Public Education: Publicize upcoming 
boating safety classes. Have members 
demonstrate marlinspike, personal flotation 
device use and fit, etc.

•Operations: Make a facility available to 
familiarize the public with an Auxiliary mission.

•Navigation Systems: Familiarize boaters 
with the rules applicable to navigation aids.

•Member Training: Publicize information to 
the membership for qualification/certification 
training.

As you can see from this example, the PSAR 
program has the potential to have a major 
impact for all those involved. The program 
dramatically enhances the Auxiliary’s goal of 
promoting boating safety to a larger segment of 
the recreational boating public.

Save a Life

Save the Day

Continued from Page Thirteen

Boat Pro Point of Sale

By Joe Reichal, Division Chief - Visitation Program (DVC-VP) V-Directorate

The following video was produced for the benefit of sales and service personnel in the marine trade industry.  
There are valid talking points that could be extracted and used during a vessel safety check or a program 

visit.  The USCG Auxiliary does not promote commercial enterprises and no endorsement of products 
described within or services offered is intended.

http://www.safeboatingcouncil.org/
http://www.safeboatingcouncil.org/
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