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Public Education presented by the United States Coast Guard  Auxiliary plays 

a very large role in the both the safety and skill level of our “customers” in the 

boating public. The work  we  do as instructors ranks near the top in terms of 

opportunity and priority.

The instruction we  give to the boating community should be as sharp and 

interesting as we can deliver it. Many times, we deliver our classes in the  same 

old way, where we  stand in front of the group and deliver directly from the 

PowerPoint presentation. While  that presentation type is still effective, it could be 

better. The Auxiliary Instructor Course  says: As an instructor in  the  Coast Guard 

Auxiliary, you will have  an influence on many other people. What is less  apparent 

is  the  degree to  which you will influence your students. It is possible to influence 

attitude, and it is possible to  cause  people  with poor skills to  excel. Our job as 

instructors is to do just that to  offer a presentation that both educates and 

energizes the students.

To do this, it is  important that we  become content experts, with enough 

training  and experience to eliminate the  need to  “wing-it” through our 

presentations. These presentations should be  well organized and easy for our 

students to follow. Also, when in the  public eye, we must be properly uniformed 

and project professionalism. An effective  presentation of our proven courseware 

saves lives. That solid connection ensures that Auxiliary Public Education 

contributes to Recreational Boating Safety by reducing accidents and loss of life.

As we progress through the  Public Education season, we need to do our very 

best to maximize the way we deliver our classes to the boating public. Better 

delivery leads to better student performance through improved absorption of the 

material. A dynamic, effective  delivery will also increase  your recruitment 

opportunities.

Thank you all for the great work you do to support the  United States Coast 

Guard Auxiliary, your communities and our customers  in the recreational boating 

public.

Your work helps maintain our status of SEMPER PARATUS.

COMO Robert Laurer

Director, E-Directorate

Public Education

RBS Is Job #1 in Public Education

The RBS Mission as It applies to Public Education

By COMO Robert M. Laurer, Director, Public Education Directorate (Dir-E)
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SUMMERTIME, SUMMERTIME!

There’s No Time like Summertime!

By COMO Bob Shafer, Assistant National Commodore (ANACO-RB)

COMO Bob Shafer

Assistant National 

Commodore 

(ANACO-RB)

Recreational Boating 

Safety

Hurray, it’s summertime! (Disclaimer – I realize  that in some parts of the 

country, it’s  always summer. But for many of us, especially those of us with really 

cold winters, summer is a really big deal. If you’re from the “always summer” part 

of the country, try to understand, eh? Thanks.) National Safe Boating Week has 

come  and gone, the  weather is pleasant and folks are out on their boats having 

fun on the water.

For many Auxiliarists, summer is when the patrol season kicks into high 

gear. Likewise, our Recreational Boating Safety (RBS) efforts  should  kick into high 

gear. There’s  no time like the present to  promote lifejacket wear, Vessel Safety 

Checks, boating safety courses and “Dry Water,” that is, not drinking while 

operating a boat.

Summer is also when you’ll find boaters with their boats, both on the  water 

and off. That makes this a great time to visit marinas and launch ramps to 

interact with boaters and to promote  RBS. And what a great “product” we’re 

trying to promote  – safety! After all, everybody wants to be safe. And the price  is 

right – it’s free. Unfortunately, because boating accidents still happen, it’s clear 

that we haven’t gotten our boating safety message to everyone.

So, we have our work cut out for us. We need to talk  to every boater we can 

to promote safe boating behavior. We need to encourage safe attitudes about 

boating, starting with remaining sober while  at the helm and being prepared for 

the unexpected by wearing lifejackets. We need to give a  Vessel Safety Check to 

every boat that needs one. In that way, we can not only make  sure that the boat 

is  equipped for safe operation, we can pass along a lot of knowledge about safe 

practices and attitudes. 

We need to encourage  boaters to  learn everything they can about safe 

boating. If they’ve already taken a  basic boating safety course, great. Encourage 

them to continue learning by taking an advanced course taught by your Flotilla or 

by enrolling online  in Modern Marine  Navigation or by buying the enhanced 

eBook, Basic Boat Handling.

Continues on Following Page

If safety is carried anywhere, it’s carried 

between the ears.
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Above all, we have to convey the message  that boating safety isn’t something that boaters buy or wear; it 

isn’t something that they bring along or install on the  boat. Boating safety starts with an attitude and a 

commitment. If safety is carried anywhere, it’s carried between the ears.  

Boating safety is an ongoing approach to operating a boat; it’s knowing what to  do and how to do it the  best 

way. Most of all, it’s  about making the  right decisions, decisions that allow for error, decisions that respect the 

unknown, decisions that give a “way out” and that include room for the unexpected.

Nothing ruins a great day of fun like an injury or accident. Pain is the  ultimate buzz kill. No  one wants 

that. But too many folks have had their day of fun ruined because  they didn’t bring along that boating  safety 

attitude. Our mission, our challenge, is to convince folks that they can be  safe and they can still have 

fun. Coming home safely is the best way to have boating fun in the summertime!

(Continued from Page Four)

SUMMERTIME, SUMMERTIME!

National Commodore (NACO) Mark Simoni attends the US Power Squadrons Annual Meeting

Recreational Boating Safety (RBS) Outreach, Orlando, Fla., February 2016. National Commodore Mark 

Simoni attended and addressed the annual meeting of the US Power Squadrons (USPS) in Orlando. 

Photo (from left): Photo: National Commodore Mark Simoni, Rear Admiral Scott Buschman, and Immediate 

Past Chief Commander Robert Baldridge. Photographer Steve Erickson, USPS National Photographer.
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PROPS, PADDLES & PARTNERS

By Stephen Ellerin

Director Recreational Boating Safety Directorate (DIR-B)

Sales of power boats jumped by double-digit 

percentages in the first quarter of 2016, their biggest 

gain since 2008 (Trade Only Today, “The  Magazine for 

Marine Industry Professionals," 

http://www.tradeonlytoday.com/2016/06/boat-

sales-show-double-digit-gains-in-1q/ 

Posted 13 June 2016)

To Auxiliarists, that means a  fresh wave of boaters 

hitting the water this season, and experience 

suggests that a healthy percentage  will be  first-time 

boat owners.

We can assume that Coast Guard resources, 

already stretched by mission expansion and budget 

trimming, will feel the strain even more. So, as USCG 

Commandant Admiral Paul Zukunft has repeatedly 

said, the Coast Guard will look  to the Auxiliary to fill 

some  of the gaps. We may have our work cut out for 

us.

Fortunately, we  have help. Just as the Coast 

Guard looks to the Auxiliary to be its "force  multiplier" 

because the  "gold side" cannot do  it all alone, so  we 

will need to  work  more effectively with our 

Recreational Boating Safety (RBS) Partners, both 

those RBS organizations with whom we have already 

formal partnership agreements and with our “logical” 

partners – groups in our local communities who share 

or support our RBS mission. 

Props or Paddles?

Our challenge grows when we learn that the  sales 

reported above cover only power craft over 11 feet. 

Yet, in the  last year for which we have  data, 22 

million Americans took  to  the water by kayak, canoe, 

raft or paddleboard, an increase of nearly 14% since 

2010 (“2015 Special Report on Paddlesports” reported 

in NASBLA Currents, 1 June, 2016). That makes 

paddlecraft the fastest growing segment of the 

recreational boating community, and Coast Guard 

statistics  show a corresponding, and alarming, 

increase in accidents and deaths among this boating 

segment.

"Paddlecraft" represents new territory for most 

members of the Auxiliary. It also  brings us  in contact 

with a new constituency – one with which we have a 

relatively low profile and limited influence. While 

traditional boaters recognize our Coast Guard 

uniforms and respect our connection to  the US Coast 

Guard, recreational paddle boaters  tend to be 

younger and far less  schooled in  the traditional 

boating culture. Rather than respect our uniforms, 

reports suggest that many paddlers see  them, see  us, 

not as helpers, but as government interference in 

their favorite sport. 

This attitude  means a new set of challenges. How 

do we speak to this fastest growing segment of the 

boating community? How do we introduce them to a 

culture of boating safety? How might we encourage 

them to join our ranks (and flotillas)?

Fortunately, we have help from one of our formal 

RBS partners, the American Canoe  Association (ACA). 

You can find a  copy of our Memorandum  of 

Agreement with the  ACA (and our other Partners) on 

the B-Directorate website at: 

http://bdept.cgaux.org/wp/?page_id=82#partners

Recognizing  the  increasingly significant growth of 

this boating segment, the Auxiliary has teamed up 

with the American Canoe Association (ACA) to create 

a new paddlecraft program. This program  works with 

paddlers both ashore and afloat. 

Continues on Following Page

http://www.tradeonlytoday.com/2016/06/boat-sales-show-double-digit-gains-in-1q%20/
http://www.tradeonlytoday.com/2016/06/boat-sales-show-double-digit-gains-in-1q%20/
http://www.tradeonlytoday.com/2016/06/boat-sales-show-double-digit-gains-in-1q%20/
http://www.tradeonlytoday.com/2016/06/boat-sales-show-double-digit-gains-in-1q%20/
http://bdept.cgaux.org/wp/?page_id=82%23partners
http://bdept.cgaux.org/wp/?page_id=82%23partners
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The Auxiliary’s new PE class, "A Paddlers  Guide to 

Safety," was prepared by coauthors from  the Auxiliary 

and the ACA and is available in the E-Dir Library at:

http://wow.uscgaux.info/content.php?unit=E-

DEPT&category=paddlers-guide (login required)

The AUXPAD afloat program was created in 

COMMANDANT INSTRUCTION 16794.11, which is 

available at:

http://www.uscg.mil/directives/ci/16000-16999/

CI_16794_11.pdf

It is now being reviewed by District Directors and 

OTOs for implementation. Members who want to 

participate will either need to complete  an ACA 

Level-2 “Essentials of Kayak Touring” course or 

demonstrate  the  L-2 skills to an ACA Auxiliary 

Qual i f ier. You can locate an ACA Auxi l iary 

Qualification Instructor at:

http://www.americancanoe.org/?

page=Find_Instructors

To identify local contacts, members should go to 

the ACA web page to do a geographical search at:

http://www.americancanoe.org/?

page=Find_Instructors

In the  coming months, the Auxiliary will 

inaugurate the first of our "AUXPAD" certification 

training programs. Your local Sector Director of 

Auxiliary (DIRAUX) will be disseminating information 

on obtaining this certification to your district staff 

officer for Recreational Boating Safety shortly. His/Her 

title will vary among districts, so please reach out 

through your Chain of Leadership and Management 

(COLM) to inquire about signing up. 

And by all means, reach out to your local chapters 

of our primary RBS Partners, including the American 

Canoe Association. Once again, neither the Coast 

Guard nor the  Auxiliary can do it all, so we  welcome 

the participation of our key partners. 

When we sail together, we  leave a more visible 

wake.

PROPS, PADDLES & PARTNERS

(Continued from Page Six)

Above Photo: The East Coast Paddlesports Festival, promoting safety on kayaks, canoes and paddle-boards, was held at 

the James Island County Park in Charleston, SC. Auxiliary photo by William Carter, Flotilla 12-8, Charleston, SC.

http://wow.uscgaux.info/content.php?unit=E-DEPT&category=paddlers-guide
http://wow.uscgaux.info/content.php?unit=E-DEPT&category=paddlers-guide
http://wow.uscgaux.info/content.php?unit=E-DEPT&category=paddlers-guide
http://wow.uscgaux.info/content.php?unit=E-DEPT&category=paddlers-guide
http://www.uscg.mil/directives/ci/16000-16999/CI_16794_11.pdf
http://www.uscg.mil/directives/ci/16000-16999/CI_16794_11.pdf
http://www.uscg.mil/directives/ci/16000-16999/CI_16794_11.pdf
http://www.uscg.mil/directives/ci/16000-16999/CI_16794_11.pdf
http://www.americancanoe.org/?page=Find_Instructors
http://www.americancanoe.org/?page=Find_Instructors
http://www.americancanoe.org/?page=Find_Instructors
http://www.americancanoe.org/?page=Find_Instructors
http://www.americancanoe.org/?page=Find_Instructors
http://www.americancanoe.org/?page=Find_Instructors
http://www.americancanoe.org/?page=Find_Instructors
http://www.americancanoe.org/?page=Find_Instructors
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REVIEWING THE FLEET

US Power Squadrons, Auxiliary, and US Coast Guard Pipe Band Review the Fleet 

By Nan Ellen Fuller, Branch Chief - US Power Squadrons Liaison (BC-BLU)

To celebrate the  beginning of the boating season on Lake Lanier, the Atlanta Sail and Power Squadron 

(ASPS) held a Fleet Review Ceremony Saturday, 23 April, 2016, at Buford Dam. A parade of Power Squadron 

boats "fully dressed" with signal flags passed by the ASPS Squadron Commander for review. Three members 

from  local Auxiliary Flotillas 22 and 29, members of the  US Coast Guard Pipe Band, “piped” each boat by from 

the water's edge. 

Other Auxiliary members watched the  parade of boats from  shore. When the last boat passed in the  review, 

the Squadron Commander followed the fleet to a  designated raft-up location. John Holland, ASPS Squadron 

Commander commented, “I personally think it was an event to  go down into  the records. The Bag Pipes made it 

complete. There are  a few things that leave marks in the ole brain, and, certainly, this  was one. Thanks so  much 

to all who helped organize. It was "priceless.”

Bagpipers were M.L. Loudermilk, Bob Miller, and John Quinn

Auxiliary photos by Nan Ellen Fuller, Branch Chief - US Power Squadrons Liaison (BC-BLU)
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“READY..SET..WEAR IT!”

Safety event in Leesburg Florida

By Captain William “Griz” Griswold, USCG (ret.)

Leesburg, Fla., 21 May, 2016 - Flotilla 43, District 7, recently participated  in "Water Safety Day" in Leesburg, 

Fla.  Twelve area  youngsters, wearing children's  Mustang life jackets  generously donated by the  National Safe 

Boating Council (NSBC), helped make the  event hugely successful. A total of 24 participants joined the “Ready 

Set Wear It” event.

Leaders formed the youngsters into groups of twelve  and had their parents put on their children’s  vests.  

Parents learned how to  size and properly fit their child’s  lifejacket, and  how to tell if it fit properly. The 

youngsters then went for a  canoe  ride  in the pool; life guards in the water propelled the canoes across the  pool 

and returned them to the deck. Leaders then retrieved the jackets for the next group.

In this manner, Auxiliarists processed over 130 youngsters, ranging in ages 6 - 14, including one infant. The 

Mustang life  jackets were  a  huge success, due  to their visibility and ease  of donning. Parents got the message; 

many had never put a life jacket on their kids before.

 

During the  “Ready Set Wear It” event, the  12 youngsters wore the Mustang life  jackets, while  the life guards, 

a few other adults, and our flotilla members wore inflatable life jackets  donated by the flotilla. Most of the 

attendees had never experienced inflating a life jacket. Another 50-60 people viewed the event.

 

We had a  beautiful day, with temperatures in the 80's. To round out the event, the community “Water Safety 

Day” committee sponsored a booth that encouraged families  to sign up for swimming lessons. The  Flotilla  held 

similar events over three weekends at four city venues and plans to repeat the events again next year.

Left Photo: Before inflate. Right Photo: After. Auxiliary photos by Captain William “Griz” 

Griswold, USCG (ret.)
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A NEW CONCEPT IN RBS DISPLAYS

By M.D. Schlitt, PA Specialist 3,  

Flotilla 95, Marco Island, FL

A Recreational Boating Safety (RBS) exhibit 

usually has just a few seconds to  attract a passing 

guest, and not much longer than that to retain the 

interest of that guest before  he  or she moves on to 

the next exhibitor. If you do have the opportunity to 

briefly talk to the  guest and ask  how you can help, 

the common response is, “Just looking,” before the 

guest leaves. More often or not, at the end of the day, 

many of the informational brochures you tucked into 

their pockets will find their way into a  trash receptacle 

by the exit.

The new RBS Exhibit Booth built by Flotilla 95, 

Marco Island, Florida, is designed to change  this 

scenario. Designed both to  attract and retain guests, 

the enhanced exhibit is built around four specific 

components.

A customized tent designed in cooperation with 

Caravan International, displays the USCG Auxiliary 

insignia  prominently on all four sides. As visitors 

approach, it stands out from  the  white  exhibition 

tents normally used. As the guest approaches, the 

valence displays, on alternate sides:

U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary, Flotilla 95 

Marco Island

www.USCGAuxMarco.org 

(the Flotilla’s easy to remember public website).

Once the guests arrive at the  entrance  to the 

exhibit, they notice three six-foot tables, arranged in 

a “U-shape” and covered in full-length, blue table 

covers. The exhibit tables announce  eight specific 

areas of interest to the recreational boater, and are 

adorned with custom-made signage: VESSEL SAFETY 

CHECK; JOIN THE AUXILIARY; PADDLE SPORTS & 

KAYAKS; LIFE JACKETS & SAFETY; JUST FOR KIDS; 

MARINE SAFETY & ENVIRON; TAKE A BOATING 

CLASS; and BOATING LAWS AND REGS.

Above Photo: Joe Rassiccia & Keith Wohltman, FC 

staff Flotilla 95 RBS exhibit. Below Right Photo: Life 

jacket & Safety & Just for Kids sections of Exhibit 

(Auxiliary photos by PA3 Specialist 3 M.D. Schlitt)

Continues on Following Page

http://www.USCGAuxMarco.org
http://www.USCGAuxMarco.org
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A NEW CONCEPT IN RBS DISPLAYS

(Continued from Page Ten)

The signs serve two purposes. First, informative 

materials  on each topic are  grouped above  the 

respective sign, in neat, attractive acrylic brochure 

holders of various sizes. With this arrangement, the 

guest can see the services and information provided 

in each section of the exhibit. In most cases, this 

avoids the predictable “just looking” response, and, 

more  often than not, the guest stays, asks questions 

and often decides to take  a boating class, get a vessel 

examination or both (custom sign-up sheets are  part 

of the respective section).

Second, once guests actually see  the  array of 

information and services provided by the Auxiliary, 

some  head for “JOIN THE AUXILIARY” table  and put 

their contact information on the  sign-up sheet.  At the 

conclusion of the event, the sign-up sheets go  to the 

flotilla’s vessel examination, public education and 

human resources staff officers for follow-up.

One of the  easiest items to  build  is  the life jacket 

stand shown in  the photo on page ten. Built of PVC 

pipe mounted on a painted, wooden base, three  feet 

high by four feet long, it displays a variety of life 

jackets of all types and sizes. Auxiliary members  in 

the booth encourage guests to try them on.

The front of the stand has sufficient space for 

related literature, as well as  a display of USCG 

required and recommended safety equipment. The 

JUST  FOR KIDS section contains coloring books, 

stickers, and literature about keeping children safe on 

the water, reducing water pollution, etc. These items 

draw parents and their children into the exhibit.

Obviously, for the exhibit to succeed, members 

must bring sufficient material on each of the eight 

topics. Close coordination between flotilla’s  public 

affairs  and material officers ensures that all the  right 

materials  are on hand, in sufficient quantities, at each 

exhibit.

The final piece to the exhibit is the  staffing. It 

should be staffed with well-trained personnel in the 

proper and correct uniform  who can answer questions 

with appropriate responses.

When I  first joined the Auxiliary, I was assigned to 

show up, in uniform, to be  part of a  team staffing an 

“RBS booth.” The first time  a  visitor asked me a 

question, I realized how far out of my league I was. 

Left Photo: Exhibit Table with 3 of the Sections.

Right Photo: Third section of Flotilla 95’s new RBS exhibit (Auxiliary photos by M.D. Schlitt, PA Specialist 3)

Continues on Following Page



P a g e  12

GOVERNOR PROCLAIMS SAFE BOATING WEEK IN GEORGIA 

By Nan Ellen Fuller, Branch Chief - US Power Squadrons Liaison (BC-BLU)

My lack of knowledge was apparent to the guest, 

and I  am sure  that neither I  nor the “booth” left a 

favorable  impression. The FSO-PA can head off this 

problem by ensuring that every Auxiliarist who 

volunteers for an RBS event is well-versed in all 

relevant safety areas. A few pre-show workshops can 

ensure  that Auxiliarists are  ready to disseminate 

information correctly.

Our experience  clearly shows that a  well-

conceived exhibit, such as that of Flotilla  95, provides 

a trove of knowledge to  the recreational boating 

community and assures that visitors leave  the booth 

interested in the  RBS mission. That increases the 

number of sign-ups for classes, vessel examinations 

and Auxiliary recruitments.

If any flotilla is interested in creating a similar 

RBS exhibit, please feel free to contact me  and I will 

provide detailed information on all aspects.

Georgia Governor Nathan Deal proclaims 

21-28 May, 2016, as GEORGIA SAFE 

BOATING WEEK, urging Georgians who boat 

to “Wear it” and practice safe boating 

practices.

At the signing ceremony, he  recognized 

the US Coast Guard Auxiliary, US Power 

Squadrons, and the Georgia Department of 

Natural Resources (DNR) for their efforts to 

ensure the safety of the boating public.

A NEW CONCEPT IN RBS DISPLAYS

(Continued from Page Eleven)

Above Photo: (Left to Right) Captain Mike England, GA DNR; Ed McGill, Auxiliary State Liaison; Major Thomas Barnard, 

GA DNR; Governor Nathan Deal; Corporal Brooks Varnell, GA DNR; Nan Ellen Fuller, Auxiliary Immediate Past Division 

Commander;  Mary Larsen, Executive Officer, Atlanta Sail & Power Squadron; and Roy Crittenden, Auxiliary Division 

Public Affairs Staff Officer.
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Brad Simpson, Division 26 DCDR, sent out a 

request in early May for Instructors willing to provide 

some  youth RBS instruction to an all-girl “Y-Tribe” of 

the Cornelius, NC, YMCA. I informed Brad that I would 

be glad to do  it, since youth instruction in RBS is near 

and dear to my heart.

In my 7 years as  a National Director of both our 

RBS-Outreach (“B”) & Vessel Safety (“V”) 

Directorates, I  have  learned (especially from the US 

Army Corps of Engineers, one of our RBS Partners) 

that youth instruction is the key to reaching adults. In 

other words, if you teach the kids, the kids will 

badger their parents into following the rules  of safe 

boating. And I have seen this youth approach work, 

even with my own granddaughters on my own boat. 

In fact, my 5-year-old granddaughter reminded me 

one day on my boat in 2013 that I needed to  pay 

more  attention to where  I was  going, instead of 

talking to her. That story, “Out of the  Mouths of 

Babes, is featured here: 

http://bdept.cgaux.org/pdf/WAVES-2013-

Summer.pdf

It’s worth re-reading the first two pages.

I had a  similar experience  with the  Cornelius 

Water Walker Princesses Tribe on Sunday, 15 May, 

2016. I  started  my presentation by asking the  girls, 

who ranged in age from 9 to 11, what was the #1 

safety item required on boats. A cute little  red-haired 

girl shot her hand up. When I called on her, she 

immediately (and enthusiastically) replied, “A 

BATHROOM”! After regaining my composure, I 

realized that, to a 9-year-old, a bathroom probably 

was the most important part of a  boat.  Although I 

was hoping to hear “a lookout” or “a lifejacket,” I  ran 

into  the bathroom to keep the engaging conversation 

going.

The conversation got even more interesting after I 

explained the importance of Emergency Position-

Indicating Radio  Beacons (EPIRBs) to the girls, 

especially when boating in open waters. As I moved 

on to fire safety, and when it was appropriate to 

”Abandon Ship” should a  fire get out-of-control, 

another young girl shot her hand up and asked, “If we 

abandon ship, and there is no  shore in sight, what do 

we do?” Her unrehearsed question took  us perfectly 

full circle back to my earlier explanation of EPIRBs.

I have  always  strongly advocated that the 

Auxiliary needs  to direct more  resources towards 

youth education. Youth nowadays are born with 

laptops, tablets, smart phones, and Google  in their 

hands. They are  internet savvy and  are  bombarded 

with information in kindergarten that we, as 

Auxiliarists, may not have  understood until we were 

in high school.

YOUTH RBS INSTRUCTION TO THE 

WATER WALKER PRINCESSES

A Y-Tribe of the Cornelius, NC YMCA

By Kelly Townsend, Deputy Director, Vessel Safety Directorate (DIR-Vd)

Above Photo: DIR-Vd Kelly Townsend with “Y Tribe” 

members.

Continues on Following Page

http://bdept.cgaux.org/pdf/WAVES-2013-Summer.pdf
http://bdept.cgaux.org/pdf/WAVES-2013-Summer.pdf
http://bdept.cgaux.org/pdf/WAVES-2013-Summer.pdf
http://bdept.cgaux.org/pdf/WAVES-2013-Summer.pdf
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Consequently, I think  we greatly underestimate 

the ability modern youth has to grasp complex 

subjects. Rather than shy away from teaching them, 

we should embrace it. As the  US Army Corps of 

Engineers has found, if you teach the kids, the kids 

will get their parents to comply.

So if your flotilla receives a  request to instruct Boy 

Scouts, Girls Scouts, YMCA Youth, or Red Cross 

Youth…….EMBRACE IT!! 

The  youth will learn a lot from  you…and I 

guarantee that the  Auxiliary Instructor will come away 

from  the day with a new-found appreciation of this 

young online generation that will one day be the 

leaders of the world.

YOUTH RBS INSTRUCTION TO THE 

WATER WALKER PRINCESSES

(Continued from Page Thirteen)

In most fatal boating accidents, statistics list the 

cause of death as drowning. Why?  

Almost invariably, because they were not wearing 

“life jackets.”  

Many states  have laws that require  boaters to 

have  a U.S. Coast Guard- approved life jacket on their 

boat and “readily accessible” (not locked up below 

deck, as personally observed during many vessel 

safety checks) for each passenger aboard. Children 

under certain ages are  required to wear life jackets at 

all times. On recreational boats large or small, 

passengers falling overboard easily become fatalities.  

Yet serious injury or even death can easily be 

prevented just by wearing a life jacket.     

To increase life jacket awareness, the  U.S. Army 

Corps of Engineers (ACOE) has  begun the  “Life  Jacket 

Worn … Nobody Mourns” water safety campaign.

This campaign is being implemented through the 

Corps’ Natural Resources and Education Foundation. 

The  foundation is non-profit and established to 

promote  the ACOE Natural Resources and Recreation 

Program.

“The  campaign was developed to  target adults,” 

says Pam Doty, Manager of the ACOE National 

Operations Center for Water Safety. “Yearly, hundreds 

to thousands of people  mourn the  loss of a  loved one 

due to an accident. These individuals may have 

survived if a life  jacket was worn while  either near or 

on the water.”

Let’s  all be  safe while enjoying America’s lakes 

and waterways.  

Have fun safely on the water; wear a life jacket.

*Campaign materials are available to view and download from www.PleaseWearIt.com*

By William Key

Branch Chief, Liaison to U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (BC-BLA)

HAVE FUN ON THE WATER... .WEAR A LIFE JACKET

http://www.PleaseWearIt.com
http://www.PleaseWearIt.com
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A VSC ON LIVE TV

“What better way to promote vessel safety checks 

in the Raleigh, NC, area during National Safe  Boating 

Week (NSBW),“ thought John Daniel, a Coast Guard 

Auxiliary vessel examiner with the Cary Flotilla  9-11, 

“than to conduct a live  Vessel Safety Check (VSC) on-

the-air?”

With a  little research, John discovered that 

Elizabeth Gardner, a meteorologist for Raleigh area 

NBC affiliate WRAL-TV's morning and noon newscast, 

was an avid whitewater kayaker and member of the 

Carolina Canoe Club.

John contacted Gardner about the possibility of 

doing a live VSC on her own kayak during one of her 

weather segments to promote  NSBW. She 

immediately responded, “This was a great idea.”

The challenge  was to find a day when the VSC 

could be worked into her broadcast schedule, since it 

would need to be done as a “remote segment,” and 

weather was a key factor.

Perry Taylor, Cary Flotilla Vessel Examination 

Officer (FSO-VE), explains, "When John came  to me 

with the  idea, I was rather surprised that he even got 

a response, let alone an agreement to make this 

happen. John's polite  persistence paid off in a  big 

way; he did a great job."

The live broadcast took  place  on 25 May, during 

the noon news broadcast at Raleigh's Lake  Johnson 

Park. Gardner set her kayak  up on the  beach and, 

after some pre-broadcast discussion and logistics, 

went live during her weather segment.

The opportunity to get our Recreational Boating 

Safety (RBS) message out to a large audience is 

always a  great opportunity and even better when it 

occurs  during NSBW. The following is a link to the 

WRAL-TV noon weather broadcast on 25 May, 2016: 

http://www.wral.com/weather/video/15727529/

Elizabeth later recorded  a  follow-up segment on 

the importance of wearing a life  jacket, referencing 

the Coast Guard’s latest (2015) Recreational Boating 

Statistics.

http://www.wral.com/weather/video/15727557/

By Perry R. Taylor, Flotilla, 9-11, District 5-Southern Region

Above Photo: (Left to Right) John Daniel, Perry Taylor, and 

Elizabeth Gardner, WRAL-TV. Bottom Right Photo: John 

Daniel, Elizabeth Gardner, and Perry Taylor at Lake 

Johnson, Raleigh, NC, 25 May 2016. Auxiliary photos by 

Kelly Daniel.

http://www.wral.com/weather/video/15727529/
http://www.wral.com/weather/video/15727529/
http://www.wral.com/weather/video/15727557/
http://www.wral.com/weather/video/15727557/
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HELPING AN EAGLE SOAR

Working with the Boy Scouts of America

By Brad Simpson, Division 7 Commander, District 5-Southern Region

BADIN LAKE, N.C. – For four years members of Flotilla 

26-7 Badin Lake, NC, District 5-SR, have worked with the 

scouts attending Camp Barnhardt. Camp Barnhardt is 

nestled  in the  middle  of the Uwharrie National Forest on 

the 1,000 acre William C. Cannon Scout Reservation. 

In 2015, participating Auxiliarists included Brad 

Simpson, Chris Dayton and Jason Breland. Additionally, 

Chris Parrish performed vessel safety checks on over 70 

paddlecraft.  

Before a  scout can participate in on-the-water 

activities, he must attend a class presented by the 

Auxiliary. The class uses parts of the “Way Points” training 

material, including  parts of your boat, personal flotation 

devices, emergency equipment, what to do in an 

emergency, safety equipment requirements, and personal 

watercraft.  

The Auxiliary offers this classroom instruction before 

taking the scouts out on the water. Scout leaders assume 

responsibility for all on-the-water training. The  Auxiliarists 

typically train between 200 and 250 scouts each summer. 

The training helps keep scouts safe on the  water by 

teaching them the fundamentals of boating safely and, 

hopefully, motivates some to earn merit badges in water 

sports.

Top Right Photo: BADIN LAKE, N.C.-- Entrance to 

Camp Barnhardt, nestled in the middle of the Uwharrie 

National Forest on the 1,000 acre William C. Cannon 

Scout Reservation. Auxiliarists from Flotilla 26-7 Badin 

Lake 5SR come here every year to reach Boy Scouts 

safe boating practices. Bottom Right Photo: BADIN 

LAKE, N.C.--Brad Simpson (left) and Chris Dayton, 

members of Flotilla 26-7, 5SR, teach Boy Scouts 

boating safety at Camp Barnhardt. Left Photo: BADIN 

LAKE, N.C.—Members of Flotilla 26-7 Badin Lake, 5SR, 

display some of the safety equipment they use to teach 

Boy Scouts safe boating at the camp. Auxiliary photos 

by Brad Simpson
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SEA SCOUTS FOR COAST GUARD AUXILIARISTS

Sea  Scouts has been a part of the Boy Scouts of 

America (BSA) since 1912. It offers a program  for 

both young men and women ages 14-21 or about to 

turn 13 who have completed the eighth grade. 

Like  other parts of BSA, it is  a  values-based 

program that prepares youth to be good citizens and 

capable  leaders. Although a few Sea  Scouts  will 

choose the sea  as a career and will join the  Coast 

Guard or the Navy, most will pursue other vocations. 

That said, almost all will retain an interest in boating 

as adults. Thus, they represent the future  of 

recreational boating in America and future 

“customers,” if  not members, of the  Coast Guard 

Auxiliary.

Because o f th i s potent ia l and because 

collaboration offers  advantages for both Sea Scouts 

and the Auxiliary, the two organizations have signed a 

national Memorandum of Agreement (MOA), available 

at http://bdept.cgaux.org/wp/?page_id=82#partners.

Th is agreement estab l i shes some bas ic 

opportunities  for collaboration. To  better understand 

those opportunities, let’s review how the Sea Scouts 

are organized.

Sea  Scouts are organized at the local level into 

units called “ships” (similar to a Boy Scout troop or a 

Cub Scout pack), under the leadership of an adult 

volunteer called the “Skipper” (just as a Boy Scout 

troop has a  Scoutmaster), who is  assisted by one or 

more  Mates. A Sea Scout ship is not a legal entity but 

instead is  sponsored (“chartered”) by an organization 

such as a church, a VFW post, or even a yacht club.

Ships receive program guidance but are  largely 

left on their own to carry out the program. It is 

common for Councils, Areas, and Regions to  provide 

communication mechanisms and to sponsor training 

and other activities. All Ships and most Councils, 

Areas, and Regions also have a senior youth leader, 

typically selected annually, called the “Boatswain.”

Sea  Scouts participate frequently in on-the-water 

activities, most of which are sailing based. This  is 

partially because  of economics - the  wind is free - and 

partially because sailing offers great opportunities to 

develop nautical, teamwork and leadership skills. 

Power vessels are  used in some  areas  (some ships, 

especially on the west coast, operate vessels  over 100 

feet), as are paddlecraft. 

On-the-water activities range from a day sail to an 

overnight cruise to  a summer “long cruise” lasting a 

week  or two. Most ships try to plan at least one 

overnight cruise per month, plus a long cruise 

sometime during the summer.

Continues on Following Page

An Overview of Current Programs

By Thomas W. Cook, Flotilla 57, D8-CR, Georgetown, TX

Above Photo: A member of Flotilla 57, D8-CR, 

Georgetown, TX, demonstrates safe discharge of 

a flare gun to a local group of Sea Scouts. 

Auxiliary photo. 

http://bdept.cgaux.org/wp/?page_id=82#partners
http://bdept.cgaux.org/wp/?page_id=82#partners
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SEA SCOUTS FOR COAST GUARD AUXILIARISTS

Collaboration Opportunities

While not all ships emphasize it, the Sea Scout 

program is designed around advancement, that is, the 

idea  of working toward a set of goals, with progress 

recognized by a progression through the ranks. This 

culminates in the  Quartermaster award, the 

equivalent of BSA’s Eagle Scout, although it is 

c ons i de rab l y mo re  d i f f i c u l t t o ea rn . The 

Quartermaster award is so  rare  that only about 25 to 

30 Sea Scouts a year typically earn it throughout the 

entire United States.

As you might imagine, this advancement program 

requires that these scouts develop rather significant 

nautical skills, and this presents an excellent 

opportunity for the Auxiliary. Our national MOA allows 

us to  not only provide our public education classes, 

but also offer our member training, where applicable. 

Sea  Scout youth need to master boater safety, 

n av i g a t i o n , s e a m a n s h i p , a n d e m e r g e n c y 

preparedness. To advance, they must pass a basic 

boater safety class  and, in many states, be  able  to 

operate  a boat. Our “About Boating Safely” (ABS) 

class is a valuable  resource for a  Sea Scout ship. As 

scouts move through the  ranks, our “Sailing Skills and 

Seamanship” and  “Boating Skills and Seamanship” 

classes are extremely useful.  

They also  need navigation training. While  our 

“Weekend Navigator” course is a good start on this, 

“Basic/Advanced Coastal Navigation” is a  better 

match. Remember that the adult Sea Scout Skipper 

and Mates may need training too  - most are parents 

with an interest in  boating who signed up to help  out, 

but need to  learn as they go. We can be  a great 

resource  for them, and, sometimes, as they work with 

us, they become valued members of our flotillas.

Sea  Scouts are  also very interested in marine 

safety topics (the environment is a broad and deep 

focus in all Boy Scout programs), and courses like our 

“Good Mate” class is a particularly good fit.

In addition to classroom instruction, Sea Scouts 

need on-the-water training. If you examine their 

advancement requirements, you’ll see  a  great deal of 

similarity to our Boat Crew Training.  

Our MOA makes it possible for us  to bring  Sea 

Scouts aboard our boats and to train them, subject to 

some  constraints. For example, you’ll need a  Sea 

Scout adult leader aboard, too. You will need to work 

with your Order Issuing Authority (OIA) to  make 

arrangements  to  offer this on-the-water training, but, 

if you have a facility with the capacity, you’ll find it 

very rewarding.

Continues on Following Page

(Continued from Page Seventeen)

Above Photo: Safe discharge of a flare gun demo.
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SEA SCOUTS FOR COAST GUARD AUXILIARISTS

Vessel safety checks offer another opportunity for 

collaboration. BSA requires that all boats used in their 

programs pass an annual vessel safety check  (VSC). 

Many Sea Scouts don’t realize  that, and even fewer 

know how to  get one. VSCs can be a great teaching 

opportunity - let the youth do the inspection (under 

your supervision, of course), while you ask  lots of 

questions, like, “Why do you suppose that is?”

Like the Auxi l iary, Scout ing emphasizes 

community service, and all Scouts need community 

service  hours  to advance. Consider inviting them to 

assist with projects that might be  of mutual interest. 

One particularly beneficial opportunity is our public 

affairs  (PA) booths at boat shows and other events. 

You may have noticed that young people  are  typically 

not too interested in lingering at a booth staffed by 

adu l ts o ld enough to be  the i r parents or 

grandparents. However try adding a  few young people 

to your staff - if young visitors  see other kids in your 

booth, they’ll be curious enough to stop and find out 

what’s up. The Sea  Scouts get an opportunity to pass 

along what they’ve learned (probably from you) about 

boater safety to  other kids, who might not otherwise 

be interested in listening.

Youth Protection

You may be concerned about the challenges  and 

liabilities of working with youth. Be assured that the 

BSA is, too, and they have invested enormous effort 

to protect both the youth in our program  and the 

adults delivering that program.

If you follow their practices, you won’t ever be in 

a situation that allows even the suspicion of improper 

activity. BSA’s  set of practices and training in this  area 

is referred to as “Youth Protection.”

You can visit www.scouting.org and click on 

“Youth Protection” for an overview of this program. 

Your flotilla  adults who work  with youth will need to 

take BSA’s youth protection training - it is free, is 

available online, and takes only about half an hour - 

so that they will know what they must do.  

The fundamental principle is that one-on-one 

contact between adults and youth is strictly 

prohibited. The training will fill you in on all required 

practices, such as “two-deep leadership,” to 

implement that principle. You’ll also  need the 

“Venturing” section of the youth protection training, 

which is appropriate for older, coed groups of youth 

such as the Sea Scouts.

How to get started?

First, you need to find out if there  is  a Sea Scout 

program in your area. Not all parts of the  country 

have  them. Some Auxiliary Divisions have designated 

Sea  Scout liaisons - if yours does, start there. That 

person will know about any local Sea Scout 

organization. 

If there is no liaison, try www.beascout.org. Scroll 

to the bottom of the page and select “Find Venturing 

in your area” (“Venturing” is the blanket name for 

BSA’s older scout programs). Enter your zip code and 

do a  search. Ignore anything that says “Crew” - those 

are land-based Scouting units; look instead for any 

“ship.”

If you find one, use  the contact information 

provided to reach them.  Unfortunately, not all Sea 

Scout ships are listed on this site. If you don’t find 

one, contact the local Boy Scouts of America council 

office  (listed as “Local Council” on www.beascout.org) 

and ask about Sea Scouts.

(Continued from Page Eighteen)

Continues on Following Page

http://www.scouting.org
http://www.scouting.org
http://www.beascout.org
http://www.beascout.org
http://www.beascout.org
http://www.beascout.org
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Your preference would be  to talk to the  Council 

Commodore or, if there isn’t one, to  the Skipper of 

the nearest Ship. When you reach either, introduce 

yourself and tell them that you are interested in 

learning more about their programs and whether the 

Auxiliary can help. Ideally, set up a meeting and just 

listen. 

As you learn about challenges they face, odds are 

that you have  Auxiliary resources, whether from your 

flotilla, division or from  the active duty, that can help. 

Topics like  boater safety training or vessel safety 

checks offer great low-risk  opportunities to  get to 

know each other and to establish a  working 

relationship - and all Sea Scout ships need them.

What Sea Scouting is Not

It’s not a significant recruiting opportunity. Some 

adults may get interested and join, and some may 

choose the Auxiliary as their way to stay involved in 

boating after their kids  go  off to  college, but most will 

take your classes and move on. 

Since  most Sea Scout youth are  under 17, they 

cannot join the Auxiliary, but a few will join when they 

turn 17. Some of those  may stay involved into their 

adult years, and a  few may even be  inspired to 

choose a career in the Coast Guard.

Since  youth this  age are  incredibly busy with 

extracurricular activities, they don’t have a lot of 

extra  time, so  don’t be disappointed if they aren’t 

able  to help with projects  that you think they should 

find interesting.

Similarly, Sea Scout adult leaders have  their 

hands full supervising and coordinating activities, and 

most don’t have the  time or focus for another 

volunteer commitment.

What Sea Scouting Is

Nevertheless, Sea Scouts  represents an 

opportunity to  fulfill our recreational boater safety 

and public education missions in  the best possible 

way - by helping young Americans to be safe on the 

water and become aware of environmental issues. By 

becoming ambassadors for safe  boating to our youth, 

we will be  helping to  ensure that the next generation 

of boaters is  in good hands. Some of them will be the 

next generation of Auxiliarists too!

More Information

The Auxiliary’s MOA with the BSA can be found at:

 http://www.uscg.mil/auxiliary/administration/

mou/bsa09.pdf 

More detail can be found on the B-Dept Wiki at:

 http://auxbdeptwiki.cgaux.org/index.php?

title=Boy_Scouts_of_America 

The national Sea Scout page can be found at 

http://seascout.org/ - under “Resources for Sea 

Scouts” you can find the current Sea Scout manual 

(which you can download as a free PDF document) 

that describes Sea  Scout advancement requirements 

in detail.

(Continued from Page Nineteen)

http://www.uscg.mil/auxiliary/administration/mou/bsa09.pdf
http://www.uscg.mil/auxiliary/administration/mou/bsa09.pdf
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NOT ALL DOGS CAN SWIM

My dog, Spot, nearly went to Doggie  Heaven, and 

it was my fault. In fact, our next dog made a similar 

mistake. Allow me  to explain. I couldn’t find anyone 

to sail with me early in the season, when the water 

was still pretty cold, so  I took Spot (not his real 

name) for his first sail. Once on the boat, there was 

no place  for him  to go, so  I removed his leash, and 

he sat on the foredeck and watched me. Being a 

terrier and not a  water dog, he  didn’t realize that 

water is not a solid surface; so with no warning, he 

just walked right off the  deck  and disappeared. 

Fortunately, we  were not moving fast, so  I  reached 

down, shoulder-deep, grabbed Spot by the  neck  and 

pulled him up, coughing, eyes bulging. Disaster 

averted by the grace of Doggie  God. I bought a  dog 

life jacket that very afternoon.

A few years and a bigger boat later, I brought our 

next dog, Max, a Border Terrier, down to the marina 

while  I prepped the  new sailboat for an afternoon on 

the water. His  life  jacket was on board; after all, I 

had learned my lesson, and so  Max had his own 

shiny, new PFD. Yet, as soon as we walked out onto 

the floating dock, I couldn’t believe it as Max, like 

Spot before him, walked right off the dock  and into 

the water. I got down on my knees again, reached 

into  the water, shoulder deep, grabbed Max  by the 

neck and yanked him out, coughing and panicking.

Until then, I  had thought it was natural for any 

creature under water “to go toward the light” or 

wiggle  around to get to the  surface. Apparently not – 

we all need a life jacket to  bring us back  to  the 

surface. Even water dogs get exhausted after a few 

minutes in the drink and should wear a  properly-

fitted life jacket. Thanks to Spot and Max, I  learned 

that life  jackets are good for every boater. WOOF, 

WOOF, WEAR IT!

By Jim D’Errico, Branch Chief, Documents (BC-BRD)

USCG APPLICATION NOW AVAILABLE

By William Carter, Branch Chief, Newsletter (BC-BRN)

The US Coast Guard now has an application that you can download 

for your smartphone or tablet. It will allow you to file  a float plan, 

access information on your local laws, review the  Rules of the Road, 

request a vessel safety check, as  well as report pollution, navigation 

hazards and suspicious activity. It is  available  at no cost and is 

compatible with both Apple and Android systems. For more info on the 

Coast Guard application, visit http://www.uscg.mil/mobile.

http://www.uscg.mil/mobile
http://www.uscg.mil/mobile


P a g e  22

SENIOR RBS STAFF & NEWSLETTER STAFF

Distribution: All Coast Guard Auxiliarists with email addresses in AUXDATA, plus CG-542, CG-5422, and 

CG-54222 via direct email from Director RBS Outreach Department (DIR-B).

Confidentiality Notice: PRIVACY ACT OF 1974: The disclosure  of the personal information contained in this 

publication is subject to the  provisions contained in the Privacy Act of 1974. The subject Act, with certain 

exceptions, prohibits the disclosure, distribution, dissemination or copying of any material containing the 

home address, home telephone number, spouses names, and social security numbers, except for official 

business. Violations may result in disciplinary action.

ANACO-RB - Bob Shafer

Assistant National Commodore - Recreational Boating Safety

Recreational Boating Safety Outreach-Directorate

Director    Stephen Ellerin

Deputy Director   Robert Myers

Public Education-Directorate

Director    Robert Laurer

Deputy Director   Clark J. Godshall

Vessel Examination & Partner Visitation-Directorate

Director    Michael Klacik

Deputy Director   Kelly L. Townsend

Newsletter Staff

Division Chief - Communications Services  DVC-BR  Mel Borofsky

Branch Chief - Documents    BC-BRD  Jim D’Errico

Branch Chief - Newsletter    BC-BRN  William Carter

Branch Chief - Media     BC-VCM  Dorothy Riley

Branch Chief - Newsletter Proofreader   BC-EIN  Barbara Rhoades


